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Hungary’s beginnings

Under Ottoman and Habsburg rule

Although shrouded in the mists of time, the Magyars are said
to have been a nomadic people from central Asia between
the Volga River and the Ural Mountains. The Magyar
language separated from other Finno-Ugric languages
during this period, and became distinctly different from any
other in Central Europe.
Several clans amalgamated during the 9th century CE, and
migrated westwards during the 10th century CE, eventually
settling in and around the then sparsely populated Carpathian
Basin. Taking an aggressive approach to their neighbours,
particularly after the Battle of Pressburg of 907 where the
Bavarian army was defeated, the Magyars established
themselves as a nation. Their settlement was finally accepted
by the Pope when they adopted Christianity, and Hungary
became a kingdom in 1001 when Stephen was crowned
King. He was later sanctified and became the Patron Saint of
Hungary.

Until the 1500s, Hungary was a first line of defence of
Western Europe against incursions from the east, including
the Golden Horde and the Ottoman Turks. Ottoman attacks
started in 1521, and after King Lajos II was killed at the
Battle of Mohács in 1526, Hungary came under the rule of
the Austrian Habsburgs. By 1543 the Ottomans had
occupied most of Hungary including the capital, Buda,
leaving only the north and west of the country under
Habsburg control. The tide eventually turned after the
Ottoman defeat at the siege of Vienna in 1683, and the
Habsburgs finally drove them out of Hungary in 1699.
From this point Hungary was incorporated into the growing
Habsburg Empire.

The iconic royal regalia
of King Stephen

From the outside there were
uprisings against Habsburg rule.
The Hungarians were governed by
a Royal Council and Diet that sat in
Pressburg (Bratislava), but they had
little freedom to act independently.
The picture was complicated by the
complex mix of nationalities in
Hungary’s large territory.
Ferenc Rákóczi II,
Hungarian revolutionary
leader 1703-11.

The Austria-Hungary State
Compromise, 1867

The changing shape of Hungary
since 1867

An independent republic was declared in Hungary after the
revolution of 1848, but was suppressed in 1849 by Austria
and Russia. Austrian direct rule was then imposed until after
Austria’s defeat by Prussia in 1866 when she was obliged to
accept a Compromise with Hungary, whereby Hungary took
control of its internal affairs, including the postal service.
The Empire became the Dual Monarchy.

The original Hungarian administrative area included:
• Croatia and Fiume
• The Danube basin
• Burgenland
• Slovakia
• Voivodena, now in Serbia
• Transylvania
After Austria-Hungary was defeated in the First World War,
60% of the area was lost to neighbouring countries by the
Treaty of Trianon in 1920.

The arms of the
Dual Monarchy

One of the Hungarian Government’s first acts was to set up
its own post office and to commission new postage stamps,
issued on 1 May 1867. The stamps were also adopted in
Austria for political reasons, but their earliest use was in
Hungary.
This display celebrates the 1867 issue and gives a flavour of
the fascinating diversity of Hungarian philately during the
intervening 150 years.

The break-up
of Hungary
by the 1919
Treaty of
Trianon

Some territories were regained between 1938 and 1941 as
part of Nazi-supported ‘adjustments’ but were lost again in
1944-45 as the Red Army advanced westwards. By 1948
Hungary was a Communist state, until 1989, but is now a
member of the EU.
All these events are reflected in Hungary’s philately!

Hungary celebrates 150 years
of its Independent Post Office

The Hungarian Philatelic
Society of Great Britain
Established as the Magyar Philatelic Society in 1964, we
exist to foster the common interests of collectors of all
aspects of Hungarian philately including not only
mainstream stamp issues and postal history, but also the
effects of two world wars and the fascinating provisional
issues associated with all the boundary changes.
Our Patron is Dr Géza Hommonay, whose
exhibit on the 1867 issue was a candidate
for the International Grand Prix award at
the FIP exhibition in Taipei in 2016.

In additional to regular meetings, the Society offers
members a range of services, including:

Postcard illustrating the stamp prepared
by the 1848 Revolutionaries.
Miniature sheet with reproductions
of the above and the first three
Hungarian stamp issues

•
•
•
•
•

An award-winning quarterly Journal
Regular auctions devoted to Hungarian material
An exchange packet circuit
An extensive Library
Strong links with sister societies in Hungary, Germany,
and the USA
• Society website
• Free advice from expert members

Our Display

Society Website
www.hpsgb.com

The display is intended to illustrate the range of Hungarian
philately over the last 150 years by offering snapshots of
interesting themes and events rather than going into
anything in detail. We hope it will tempt you to look more
closely at this fascinating subject.

The website contains useful information for member and
non-member browsers, including:

It is organised as follows:
Frame 2
Frame 3
Frame 4
Frame 5
Frame 6
Frame 7
Frame 8
Frame 9
Frame 10
Frame 11
Frame 12
Frame 13
Frame 14
Frame 15
Frame 16
Frame 17
Frame 18

The first issues
Telegram letter cards and the 1896 Exhibition
Postal savings cards and the envelope issue
Advertising cards
Aspects from 1875-1914
The First World War 1914-1918
Break-up of Hungary 1918-1923
Cluj/Oradea overprint issues
First inflation period 1920-1926
Pictorial stationery cards, 1930s
Hungarian commemoratives of 1940
Hungary in WWII
Second inflation period 1945-1946
Hungary after 1946
Hungarian railway post
Postage due
Hungarian classic revenue stamps

….and finally:
Frames 19-20 Members’ Favourites

•
•
•
•
•

Contact points (see also Stampex leaflet)
Member information
Gallery
Hungarian postal rates
Auction list with images

…..and more…..

Society Meetings

Our journal, ‘Stamps of Hungary’

These are held regularly twice a year, with occasional
additional meetings.
The regular meetings in Thame and Banbury are an
opportunity to meet with fellow collectors and to discuss, to
view displays, and to attend the auction.
Other recent events have included:
2011: Display at the Hungarian Cultural Centre, London
2014: Society display to the Royal Philatelic Society
London
2015: International meeting at London 2015 Europhilex,
exhibition
2015: Meeting with MAFITT at their 25th Anniversary
Salon in Budapest
2017: London meeting on Cinderellas and Revenues
…as well as participation in the regular Joint Central
European Societies meetings in Bradford.

Issued quarterly, our award-winning journal printed in full
colour provides members with:

Celebrating our former
Patron, Gary Ryan at
one of our meetings

• Society news and events
• Articles on diverse aspects of Hungarian philately
and postal history
• Requests for further information
• Discussions on poorly understood topics

Society auctions

Society books and monographs

Twice each year members have the opportunity to buy and
sell Hungarian-related material through the Society
Auction, providing a focused audience for sellers and the
opportunity to acquire material not often seen elsewhere.
The auction catalogue is sent out with the journal, and
postal bids can be taken. The auction list with images also
appears on the Society website.

In addition to a large selection of international literature
stored in our Library, members of the Society have published
a number of well-recognised books and monographs over the
years, including:
D Malyon: ‘Perfins of Hungary’
D Miles:
‘ Overprints on Hungarian stamps’
M Benford: ‘The Visszatért period of Hungarian
philately’
M Lendon: ‘The Cluj and Oradea issues’

Sister Organisations
We are proud to have close links with:
MAFITT The Hungarian Scientific Institute
for Philatelic Research
MABÉOSZ The Hungarian Philatelic
Federation

MABÉOSZ

ARGE Ungarn The Working Group for
Hungarian Philately in the German Federation
Society for Hungarian Philately USA
Magyar Posta The Hungarian State Post Office

